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Deb Self Named Executive Director of Rose Foundation for Communities and the 
Environment, Ushering in a Bold New Chapter of Grassroots Leadership  
 
OAKLAND, CA — The Rose Foundation for Communities and the Environment is thrilled to announce 
the appointment of Deb Self as its next Executive Director, effective August 18, 2025.  
 
Deb brings over four decades of transformational leadership in environmental science and advocacy, 
with a focus on supporting low-income and Black and Indigenous communities in fighting pollution, 
protecting and restoring ecosystems, and building the next generation of youth leaders. By working to 
shift resources into the hands of affected communities, Deb has driven impactful environmental 
change—centering the needs of frontline communities.  
 
“Deb is a powerhouse for community-led change,” said Williard Brown, Board President of the Rose 
Foundation. “She doesn’t just move policy or funding—she moves power into the hands of the people 
who know their communities best. Whether in the streets, at the policymaking table, or in the 
boardroom, Deb leads with clarity, vision, and a deep respect for grassroots leadership. We’re proud 
to welcome her to the Rose Foundation.”  
 
Deb’s leadership record is both bold and values-aligned. At the Greater Farallones Association, she 
tripled funding, doubled staff, and embedded justice, equity, and inclusion into the organization’s 
core. During her tenure as Executive Director of San Francisco Baykeeper, she brought landmark 
pollution litigation, advanced water justice, and directed over $2 million in settlement funds to the 
Rose Foundation for restoration and education efforts in frontline communities. At Earthjustice, a $50 
million national environmental advocacy organization, Deb held senior fundraising roles where she 
managed teams of major gift and foundation officers, consistently securing six-figure gifts with a focus 
on long-term relationships with donors. She also collaborated across ten regional offices, skillfully 

adept at explaining to funders how legal campaigns met their strategic philanthropic priorities, 
crafting compelling proposals that secured critical foundation support. Prior to that, she taught 
environmental policy, directed service-learning programs in frontline communities, and led 
fundraising for Highlander Center, the civil rights institute. 
 
Her professional background spans:  

• A lifelong commitment to environmental justice, grounded in collaborative partnerships with 
impacted communities. 



 

• Policy and legal advocacy, advancing and winning protections before local, state, and federal 
regulatory agencies, courts, and legislatures.  

• Organizational transformation, ensuring financial strength, strong boards, and healthy 
workplaces that center transparency, engagement, and a sense of belonging.  

“It’s an incredible honor to join the Rose Foundation at a time when bold, community-led action is 
more essential than ever,” said Deb Self. “As a longtime Bay Area resident, I’ve long admired how the 
Foundation stands with grassroots leaders—people who know what their communities need and are 
ready to lead. I look forward to listening, learning, and working alongside our staff, board, grantees, 
and partners to uplift frontline voices and advance a just, sustainable future—one rooted in 
community wisdom, driven by hope, and powered by collective action.”  
 
About the Rose Foundation for Communities and the Environment  
  
Founded in 1992 in Oakland, the Rose Foundation began as a scrappy, community-powered effort 
rooted in the belief that the people most impacted by environmental harm must lead the solutions. 
Over its thirty-year history, the foundation has emerged as a regional force for change, awarding 
more than $70 million in grants to over 2,800 nonprofit organizations, advancing environmental 
stewardship, social justice, public health, consumer protection, and youth empowerment.  
 
The Rose Foundation fuels community-led projects to meet some of today’s most urgent 
environmental challenges through flagship programs like the California Environmental Grassroots 
Fund and New Voices Are Rising.  
 
Under Deb Self's leadership, the Rose Foundation is positioned to expand its reach further, bringing 
strategic grantmaking to affected communities far and wide. 
  
To learn more at www.rosefdn.org.  
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