
Photo by Karla JamesPhoto at left: A grant from 
the Rose Foundation en-
abled Friends of the Peta-
luma River to buy the Sylvia 
McLaughlin, a floating 
classroom that has already 
helped hundreds of people 
learn about the Petaluma 
River ecosystem.  
Photo at right: Captain 
David Yearsley explains 
marsh ecology aboard the 
Sylvia McLaughlin.

Board of Directors
Jill Ratner
President

Kevin Hendrick
Vice-President

Michelle Chan 
Treasurer

Kathryn Knight 
Secretary

Ina Bendich 

Ellen Hauskens 

Dave Michelfelder 

Cindy Tsai Schultz

Staff
Tim Little 
Executive Director

Jill Ratner  
President

Devilla Ervin 
Summer Institute Associate

Robyn Herr 
Development Coordinator

Karla James 
Managing Director

Jason Sutton 
Bookkeeper/Data Administrator

Myesha Williams 
Program Associate

Jasmine Amons, Intern

Rose Foundation
6008 College Ave., Suite 10
Oakland, CA 94618 
(510) 658-0702 
(510) 658-0732 fax

www.rosefdn.org 
rose@rosefdn.org

Rose Foundation
For Communities and the Environment

Fall 2010

Supporting grassroots initiatives to inspire community 
action for environmental protection and public health  

Learning on River Time     
By Tim Little

“To get to the River Center, you can’t park right outside of the door. Instead, visitors will 
walk ¼ mile from the parking lot. So by the time they get here, they will have left their 
daily lives behind and be on river time.” With that introduction, Friends of the Petaluma 
River founder, David Yearsley, slid open the big wooden doors of the former livery stable 
on the Petaluma River and welcomed us to his vision of a river education center. As we 
walked into the sturdy old barn and looked at the re-creation of an Ohlone tule-reed canoe 
and historic skiffs and dinghies, we were suddenly a long way from our desks and com-
puters back in Oakland.

A proposed asphalt plant threatens 
pristine Shollenberger Park. 

Photo by Karla James

We were there as part of the Rose Foundation’s ongoing staff 
education program that periodically takes all of us out of the 
office and into the field. On past trips, we’ve joined students 
on field trips to see pollution impacts, gotten up-close and 
personal with butterflies, bugs and birds, and visited our local 
penguin colony. Today, we were about to explore the mighty 
Petaluma Marsh. 

After learning about the burgeoning collaboration between 
Friends of the Petaluma River and the City of Petaluma to 
raise the millions of dollars needed to build the Petaluma 
River Heritage Center  –  and their recent fundraiser where 
4,500 people spent a sunny July day discovering this emerg-
ing jewel in downtown Petaluma  –  we boarded the Sylvia 
McLaughlin, a 26’ pontoon boat that a Rose Foundation grant 
recently helped Friends of the Petaluma River purchase.

So what do you learn on river time? How about economics  
–  the Petaluma River carries more commercial cargo than 
any other California river except the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin. We learned about the local ecology while drifting 
through a marsh channel and picking a handful of pickle-
weed. Yes, it tastes like a dill pickle! 

We learned about commitment and how Dave Yearsley, a 
retired carpenter and lifelong duck hunter, dedicated himself 

to getting a Captain’s license so he could lead river tours 
and share the magic of the marsh he has loved for 30 years. 
We saw the proposed site of an asphalt plant  –  right on the 
river and directly across from a shoreline park and wildlife 
sanctuary. We saw Harrier Hawks hunting in the marsh, Blue 
Heron and a Green Egret. And we learned that Mute Swans, 
while graceful and powerful swimmers, are aggressive and 
often compete with native species for scarce food resources. 

At its current size of 5,000 acres, and surrounded by another 
7,000 acres of reclaimed wetlands, the Petaluma Marsh is the 
largest intact tidal marsh in the San Francisco Bay Estuary. 
Friends of the Petaluma River is dedicated to protecting the 
marsh, and the entire 146 square miles of the Petaluma River 
watershed from its headwaters on Sonoma Mountain to the 
river’s mouth in San Pablo Bay. For more information, or to 
get involved, contact: www.FriendsofthePetalumaRiver.org. 

Learning on River Time
(continued from front page)
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At the Petaluma River 
Heritage Center: Jason 
Sutton, Karla James, Tim 
Little, Devilla Ervin, Jill 
Ratner, Robyn Herr, Myesha 
Williams, David Yearsley, 
founder of Friends of the 
Petaluma River.

Thank You 
Devilla!
This summer, we had 
the privilege of work-
ing with Devilla Ervin as 
our New Voices Sum-
mer Institute Program 
Associate. Devilla is a 

graduate of McClymonds High School, and had partici-
pated in three previous New Voices Are Rising summer 
programs. Why did Devilla come back this summer to 
serve as a mentor to the younger students? “I felt it 
was only right to give back to students in some way. 
After everything the Rose Foundation has done for me, 
it would be selfish not to share my experiences. I’m 
hoping to help at least one student this summer.” 

Based on feedback from the summer students, Devilla 
didn’t just help one student, he was tremendous help 
to all 16 students in the program. Devilla was a great 
asset to the Summer Institute, and we wish him the 
best in his pursuit of an AA degree at Berkeley City 
College this fall.

Welcome Jason Sutton!
We are pleased to welcome Jason Sutton to the Rose 
Foundation staff as our new bookkeeper and data-
base guru. Jason is a Bay Area native who received 
his Bachelor of Science degree in Conservation & 
Resource Studies from UC Berkeley. Before joining the 
Rose Foundation, Jason spent 15 years working in the 
financial field for a number of nonprofits around the 
Bay Area, including EarthShare of California. He enjoys 
gardening and photography, and knows how to build 
freestanding rock walls! 

We are pleased to have such a great addition to  
our staff.

Photo by Karla James

  (Continued on back page)

  



Summer Institute 
By Myesha Williams

New Voices Are Rising just wrapped up our annual 
Summer Insitute – an intensive 5 week program hosting 
16 East Bay high school students. This year’s focus was 
climate change – and how we can address air pollution 
and climate change simultaneously. Students learned 
hands-on pollution monitoring, detailed policy anaysis 
and public speaking. We took field trips to examine how 
pollution impacts Bay Area neighborhoods. And – a 
centerpiece of the Summer Institute – each student was 
placed in an internship with a local organization work-
ing to reduce pollution and build stronger communi-
ties. At the end of the summer, the students presented 
recommendations on climate and air quality to the Bay 
Area Air Quality Management District. What an inspir-
ing group of emerging young leaders!

Photo Above: The students came from 7 different high schools, and 
neighborhoods throughout Oakland. To build community and break  
the ice, we joined in name games, energizers, and trust building exercises. 
The group formed a real bond on the very first day.
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From left:  Rose Foundation Vice President Kevin Hendrick,  
Construction Supervisor Clarke Moore, Executive Director  
Tim Little, Board Member Dave Michelfelder, Advisory Board  
Member Woody Hastings, and Redwood Economic Development 
Institute co-founder Mike Mckenzie-Barr. 

End of the Trail in Sight!
Thanks to the tireless work of California Conservation Corps 
crews, we are on the final push to complete the Coast to Crest 
Trail.  When it is complete, the trail will traverse the rugged 
backcountry of the Smith River watershed and link the lush red-
woods of Jedidiah Smith State Park with the Pacific Crest Trail 
network.  Interpretive signs will help visitors appreciate the 
trial’s significance to Native American and Gold Rush history, 
and the region’s abundant wildlife resources.

Spotlight on the Students!
Check out the new section on our website, 
Listening to New Voices, that highlights the 
students that we work with. Current profiles 
include Program Associate Devilla Ervin, and 
Intern Jasmine Amons.  Keep an eye out for 
more student profiles. 

Now Accepting American Express
Contributions to The Rose Foundation can be 
made through our website using Visa, Mas-
tercard, Discover and now American Express. If 
you would like to support our work, please visit  
www.rosefdn.org/to donate.
And remember, even small donations can 
really add up! Consider making a monthly 
contribution to the Rose Foundation by set-
ting up a recurring credit card payment. It is 
easy to do on our website, and you can cancel 
it at anytime.

Join us on Facebook!
It’s true! The Rose Foundation has 
taken the plunge into social media 
and we’re now on Facebook. In fact, 

we have two pages: one for the Rose Founda-
tion and another focused on New Voices Are 
Rising. We are always posting new photos and 
information. So check us out, become a fan, 
and let us know what you think about all our 
latest work.

Focus  
on Summer Institute

Photo below: On our field trip to 
the Eco-Center in Bayview/Hunters 
Point, we learned about the history 
of environmental struggle in San 
Francisco’s Bayview neighborhood 
and toured a new success story — the 
living building that is the off-the-grid 
Eco-Center. Putting our “hands on 
the land,” we helped Literacy for 
Environmental Justice eliminate 
invasive species and restore 
native plants. 

Photo below: Young people in 
low-income areas of Oakland are 
hospitalized for asthma at rates far 
above the state average. At UC 
Berkeley, we met with Rachel  
Morello-Frosch, author of Minding 
the Climate Gap, to learn about 
disproportionate climate impacts 
threatening poor people and people 
of color. Mapping exercises and a 
place-based analysis brought these 
statistics home. This led to frank 
discusisons about the connections 
between air quality, health, race 
and class, arriving at a shared 
definition of environmental justice.

Vote NO on Prop 23
By Jill Ratner

Proposition 23 – bankrolled by two Texas oil companies — 
attacks California’s landmark anti-pollution and climate  
protection law, and lets some of the dirtiest companies keep  
a stranglehold on California’s energy economy. 

Prop 23 claims it simply puts clean air and climate protection 
programs temporarily on hold — just until the economy picks 
up. But in fact, it would allow the biggest polluters to continue 
to foul the air we breathe until statewide unemployment falls 
to 5.5% for a full year — something that’s happened only three 
times in the past 40 years!  

Instead of protecting jobs, Prop 23 would really slam the brakes 
on clean energy and clean-tech in California — sectors that 
added a half-million California jobs despite the recession. (And 
that’s just the beginning of the growth we could see switching 
to a clean energy economy.)

Prop 23 threatens public health. Regulations that reduce 
greenhouse gases also reduce other pollutants that make 
people sick — including pollution from refineries, trucks and 
ships.  For our health — and our economy — we can’t afford 
Prop 23. Vote No on 23, and make sure your friends 
understand what’s at stake too!

Make Your Vote Count on  
November 2nd!
The governor’s race will get the most media coverage, but on  
November 2nd Californians will vote on propositions that will 
shape our state for years to come. From an environmental 
standpoint, here’s the good, the bad, and the tricky.

The Good  Prop 21: Vote YES Pays for state parks by adding 
$18 to the vehicle license fee — with free California State 
Park admission for all CA licensed vehicles.

The Bad  Prop 23: Vote NO (see left)    
Guts California’s landmark anti-pollution & climate protection 
law. Just say no!

The Tricky  
(Don’t be fooled – there’s a big difference between 25 & 26!)    
Prop 25: Vote YES  Helps solve California’s endless budget 
crisis (and cuts down back-room budget deals) by allowing a 
simple majority of the legislature to adopt a budget.

Prop 26: Vote NO  Worsens our fiscal crisis (and kills funding 
for important environmental programs) by requiring a 2/3 vote 
for all fees that currently require majority approval.

Photo below: We closed the 
summer by celebrating the 
connections we forged at a BBQ 
hosted by Rose Foundation Presi-
dent Jill Ratner. Jill and Program 
Associate Myesha Williams pre-
sented certificates honoring the 
students’ amazing work, and the 
students expressed genuine 
gratitude and joy for the program. 
We salute this latest crop of 
Summer Institute alumni, and wish 
them well in their senior year of 
high school!


