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Students Speaking Out On Diesel Pollution
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ABOVE: Victoria and Anabel help Glenview students spin YCA’s pollution wheel.
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Catching Up With

Youth for Clean Air
By Myesha Williams

What an eventful and exciting time we have had so far with the Rose Foundation’s New
Voices Are Rising afterschool program, Youth for Clean Air!

Building on last year’s pilot program launched in cooperation with our long-term partner
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EarthTeam, Youth for Clean Air (YCA) has expanded to include both Richmond High School
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But the students – all of whom are disproportionately impacted by pollution and respiratory
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communities, and to learn from students in a different city who are experiencing similar pol-
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The students have done a great job of taking ownership of the program and stepping into
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and Oakland’s Mandela High. Running the program in two different cities is a challenge.

diseases – have found that they have a lot in common. YCA is helping them explore their own
lution and health impacts.

leadership roles to ensure that they get the most of their experience. As the YCA coordinator,
I’ve had an amazing time getting to know our participating students, and I’m really pleased

with the level of engagement and commitment they have to the program and their communities. One Saturday a month, all 10 students get together to share, learn, and get to know one

another. It’s been really inspiring to see students from two different communities work so well
		
together and truly appreciate each other’s strengths and
ideas.

(Continued on back page)

New Grants Program
Supports Environmental
Justice Groups
By Karla James

For the last seven years, the Rose Foundation for Communities and the Environment has been helping small groups win
big environmental victories through our Grassroots Fund.
We have always wanted to go further and work in-depth
with these groups to really help them grow and become more
effective and sustainable. Now, thanks to a grant from the
Community Leadership Project (a joint effort funded by The
David and Lucile Packard, James Irvine, and William and
Flora Hewlett foundations), the Rose Foundation has created
The Grassroots Leadership Initiative (GLI), a 3-year capacity building and training program created to support and
strengthen environmental justice groups.
Rose Managing Director Karla James is working closely with
8 small grassroots environmental justice groups in the East
Bay and the Central Valley. Each group will receive almost
$30,000 over three years to help them become more effective
and financially sustainable.

In planning and launching
the Grassroots Leadership
Initiative, we are grateful for
the advice of: Alegría De La
Cruz of the Center on Race,
Poverty & the Environment;
Aditi Vaidya of East Bay
Alliance for a Sustainable
Economy (EBASE); and Arlene Wong, founding board
member of the Northern
California Environmental
Grassroots Fund and board
member of the Bay Institute.

Grassroots Leadership Initiative participants include:
California Food and Justice Coalition
Promotes the basic human right to healthy food by
promoting a sustainable food supply for all residents
of California. http://www.cafoodjustice.org
California Healthy Nail Salon Collaborative
Addresses environmental health issues facing nail salon
and cosmetology workers, owners and students.
http://www.cahealthynailsalons.org
California Indian Environmental Alliance
Addresses the widespread environmental health threat
of mining contaminants, including mercury, left over
from the California Gold Rush. California tribal members are at an increased risk because fish are an important traditional subsistence food and are fundamental
to their spiritual, ceremonial, and cultural identity.
http://www.cieaweb.org
Ma’at Youth Academy
Provides low-income and at-risk youth of color with
the educational, social and cultural opportunities that
empower them to combat environmental and economic
injustices. http://maatya.org
Oakland Food Connection
Works to expand access to nutrition education resources
among Oakland’s residents through establishing urban
gardening programs and educational courses that emphasize sustainable food systems.
http://www.foodcommunityculture.org

ABOVE: Oakland Food
Connection’s “Cooking with
Seniors” Garden Day.

Rock!

Our Interns Rock!
Wyllene Turner

Wyllene Turner participated in last summer’s New Voices Are Rising Advocacy
Training Institute and decided to apply for an internship with the Rose Foundation. As part of her internship, Wyllene is serving as a peer leader for our Youth
for Clean Air program. She says, “I’ve learned a lot from going to the YCA
meetings and seeing how Myesha prepares for them.” She also appreciates getting a behind-the-scenes view of other Rose Foundation projects. “My sister is
trying to start a nonprofit, so I’m hoping to be able to tell her how things work
here.” Wyllene is a senior at Oakland’s Emiliano Zapata Street Academy, a charter high school that emphasizes social justice.

Jasmine Amons

Jasmine Amons has been an intern for the Rose Foundation since 2009. She
started volunteering for Rose while in high school to complete her service
hours. Now, she helps out with a variety of projects around the office. Her
favorite task is helping with the Grassroots Fund. She has always been interested in community-based projects and enjoys learning about nonprofit
organizations. Jasmine is currently a sophomore at UC Berkeley where she is
studying history and Italian.

People United for a Better Life In Oakland (PUEBLO)
Advocates for the needs of low-income residents of
Oakland by working for better public health, education,
environmental justice and youth development, as well
as public safety. http://www.peopleunited.org
San Joaquin Valley Cumulative Health
Impacts Project (SJV CHIP)
Addresses the cumulative health impacts
of pollution in the communities of the
San Joaquin Valley through scientific
research, advocacy, and empowering
community members to speak about the
impact of pollution to their health.
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Karla and Rose‘s Executive Director, Tim Little led the groups
through an assessment process to help them focus on their
priorities, and each group is working on specific projects to
advance their work. Groups are using the money to tackle a
variety of issues including: fundraising planning, website and
social media development, expand into offices with community meeting space, buy new computers and software, upgrade databases, and staff and board training.

GLI Grantees

West Oakland Environmental
Indicators Project
Works with the community to promote
healthy homes, healthy jobs and healthy
neighborhoods for all who live, work,
learn, and play in West Oakland.
http://www.woeip.org

Over the holidays, the Rose Foundation received a very
generous gift from a local College Avenue merchant,
The Treehouse for Green Gifts. The Treehouse supported
us through 1% for the Planet, a program where companies
commit to donating 1% of their sales to environmental
causes. A big thank you to both The Treehouse and 1% for
the Planet for their support!

