
Lessons from the Grassroots

Grassroots groups face unique challenges 
and barriers to foundation funding.  
With the help of the community  
activists and foundation officers who 
serve on the Grassroots Funding Board, 
Rose has analyzed these challenges, 
and outlined the kind of digging,  
diligence and ongoing support needed 
to connect strategically with very 
small community-based environmental 
groups – especially those in the more 
far-flung corners of California. This 
connection runs both ways. We are 
constantly learning from the grassroots 
about emerging ideas and strategies. 
We also draw inspiration from their 
can-do spirit. 

Five years of grassroots grantmaking 
has taught us a series of invaluable 
lessons, and we are applying this in-
sight across all of Rose’s grantmaking 
programs. We think that other funders 
could benefit from these lessons too. 
The grassroots gap is real, it’s been 
exacerbated by the recession, and it 
inhibits many foundations’ effective-
ness. This fall we will publish our Lessons 
From the Grassroots, and we intend to 
distribute the booklet nationally to 
foundations big and small. Download 
your copy at www.rosefdn.org.
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Also on CARB’s 2010 agenda are plans for a ‘cap and 
trade’ system allowing companies to buy and sell rights to 
release greenhouse gases. Cap and trade systems create a 
new set of challenges – especially ensuring that commu-
nity health is protected and that local pollution reductions 
don’t evaporate when emission permits change hands. 
New Voices students will explore concepts and strategies to 
ensure that proposed ‘cap and trade’ systems truly protect 
their neighborhoods’ health, and learn to become effective 
advocates for their communities.
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Supporting grassroots initiatives to inspire community action for  
environmental protection and public health

 

New Voices students mapping diesel pollution 
in impacted communities.

Photo credit: Elizabeth deRham

Teresa de Anda of El Comité para el Bienestar de 
Earlimart (far left) leads a rally protesting pesticide 
drift exposure. 

Photo credit:  El Comité para el Bienestar de Earlimart

Rose Foundation friends 
and supporters came 
together for a lively party 
at the home of Tim Little 
and Jill Ratner, founders 
of the Rose Foundation.  
Highlights included the 
Anthony Prize presenta-
tion to Community ORV 
Watch and some great 
food and jazz. Thanks to 
everyone who attended 
and supported the  
programs of the  
Rose Foundation.

House Party

Top: Former New Voices Program 
Assistant, Elizabeth de Rham, 
receives an Award of Achieve-
ment for her work with the    
program. (l-r) de Rham,       
Jill Ratner, Tim Little,  
Ina Bendich (Rose Board Member)

Bottom: Rose Board Member David Michelfelder and long-time 
Rose supporter Michael Lang enjoying the House Party

Live Long 
and Prosper!
Warmest congratulations 
to Rose Foundation  
Development Associate 
Robyn Herr and Tjames 
Madison, who recently 
wed at a lovely and  
moving outdoor  
ceremony at Tilden Park.

New Voices for a Cooler Planet      
by Jill Ratner

This fall, New Voices Are Rising will begin a new program aimed at providing students with 
the skills and tools they need to join the global struggle against climate change – while con-
tinuing to advocate for healthier communities here in the East Bay. This is a tremendous op-
portunity. Before 2010 ends, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) plans to adopt rules 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from refineries, cut global warming gases released during 
freight transport and cargo handling, and encourage land-use and transportation planning to 
minimize climate impacts.

These pending rules offer exciting opportunities to improve community health in Bay Area 
neighborhoods near refineries, ports and freeways by reducing health-threatening pollution 
that is released with greenhouse gasses. These dangerous co-pollutants include diesel particu-
late matter, volatile organic compounds, and oxides of nitrogen. Associated health impacts 
include cancer risks, cardiovascular disease, asthma and other respiratory illnesses.  

In October, New Voices students will join the rulemaking debate – weighing in on a proposed 
CARB rule requiring refineries and other large industrial facilities to identify measures to cut 
energy use and reduce related pollution that threatens community health. As the year pro-
gresses, New Voices students will study and weigh in on other rules, supporting strong rules 
that protect the climate and public health.    (continued on back page)
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To subscribe to the 
Rose Foundation
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www.rosefdn.org



By Tim LittleLessons
from the Grassrootsfrom the Grassroots

Grassroots groups are the lifeblood of the envi-
ronmental movement. They have a direct, personal 
stake in halting pollution, restoring watersheds, 
protecting wilderness and open space, and educat-
ing the next generation of environmental stewards. 
They understand their local culture and politics, 
and are powered by dedicated, passionate volun-
teers. Yet, because they lack resources and political 
clout, they are often ignored or marginalized by 
corporations and government agencies.

At the Rose Foundation, we call it the grassroots gap 
– a serious disconnect between organized philan-
thropy and the grassroots base of the environmen-
tal movement. Five years ago, with the help of the 
Compton Foundation and the Richard and Rhoda 
Goldman Fund, Rose launched the Northern Cali-
fornia Environmental Grassroots Fund to close this 
grassroots gap. 

Since that time, with the partnership of more 
than 20 other funders, we have been able to direct 
more than $1 million towards kitchen table activists 
throughout greater Northern California. More than 
one-third of the recipients had never received a 
grant before, two-thirds of the grantees were in  
rural areas that are underserved by most founda-
tion funding patterns, and three-fourths of the 
grant recipients had yearly budgets under $25,000.

(continued on back page)

Just How Big Are These Small Grants?
Here’s what three Grassroots Fund recipients have to say:
 
“We rallied people from Lamont, the town 
where 1,168 people were sickened by pesti-
cide drift, to organize and mobilize… [and] 
compelled the legislature and governor to pass 
the Pesticide Drift Exposure Law.”  
El Comité para el Bienestar de Earlimart,  
(Tulare County)

“Through our bicycle rickshaw compost-pickup 
routes, we diverted over 18 tons of waste 
from the landfill.”  
City Slicker Farms (Alameda County)

“Saved thousands of acres of old-growth 
timber in the Klamath National Forest.”
Klamath Forest Alliance (Siskiyou County)

Background image: Old-growth forest 
marked for logging along the Salmon 
River, a major Klamath tributary.
Photo credit: Klamath Forest Alliance

By planting farm plots in backyards and vacant 
lots, City Slicker Farms grows more than 20,000 
pounds of fresh organic produce in West Oakland 
neighborhoods. 

Photo credit:  City Slicker Farms

Green Growth Planning 
Gets $1 Million Boost
by Tim Little

“Would you be interested in administering a $1 million 
settlement fund designed to promote sustainable growth 
policies in one of the fastest-growing areas in the Central 
Valley?” If you’re the co-founder of the Rose Foundation, 
that’s a pretty exciting call to get!  That’s exactly the call 
that Executive Director Tim Little received one crisp De-
cember morning from Fresno attorney, Patience Milrod.

Ms. Milrod heard about the Rose Foundation from a colleague who advises Rose’s Kern County Air Pollution Miti-
gation Fund. Her client, the Madera Oversight Coalition, was poised to settle a dispute with national developer 
Castle & Cooke over the future of development in the Rio Mesa area – the corner of Madera County just across 
the San Joaquin River from Fresno. Although the clash over competing visions for the future of Madera County 
started as a classic business vs. environment confrontation, in this case the argument ended in a win-win solution 
with the potential to encourage comprehensive environmental planning and responsible growth policies in the 
Madera area by creating the Southeast Madera County Responsible Growth Fund.

Local governmental agencies and nonprofits may apply for grants to support integrated planning and to ensure 
that new developments comply with the California Environmental Quality Act. Guided by a local funding board 
of experts in sustainable growth, planning, ecological systems, water and traffic, the Fund recently made its  
initial round of grants. Over the next five years the Fund will continue to support planning and advocacy of 
responsible growth in Madera County with annual grant rounds.

To add your name to the notification list for the next 
Request for Proposals, please send an email with your 
full contact information to rose@rosefdn.org.

Canoeing on the San Joaquin River.
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Background image: Poorly-planned sprawl  
growth pressure from nearby Fresno threatens  
to overwhelm the scenic Rio Mesa Area.

Welcome Myesha!
Please join us in welcoming our new Program Associate, Myesha  
Williams. Myesha spent her childhood in East and North Oakland,  
and graduated from Oakland Technical High School. She earned her  
BA at California State University at Northridge, and went on to the  
University of Washington at Seattle where she earned a Masters in  
Social Work with an emphasis on policy. Myesha believes strongly in  
the power of policy to affect people’s lives.

We are delighted that Myesha will lead New Voices Are Rising students 
in exploring paths toward social change and environmental justice.


