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Northern California  
Environmental  
Grassroots Fund
The Rose Foundation administers the 
Northern California Environmental Grassroots 
Fund, a consortium of eighteen foundations 
that support and encourage the grassroots 
base of the environmental movement. The 
Grassroots Fund finds and supports the 
most energetic and creative community-
based groups working on a wide range 
of environmental issues in California, 
including forestry, land management, 
water resource issues, environmental 
health and justice, habitat preservation,  
and environmental education. The  
Grassroots Fund provides grants 
(a total of $200,000 will be 
awarded in 2006) to support these  
small, cutting-edge groups and 
offers technical support in areas of 
organizational development. 

In April, we hosted the first-ever Grass-
roots Fund Grantee Convening. The day-
long conference was free and included 
workshops on fundraising, media,  
strategic planning, and working with  
volunteers. It was also a chance for  
grantees to network with their  
colleagues and supporters. More than  

fifty representatives of thirty-eight grantee 
organizations from throughout Northern 
California attended the conference. 

Since January of this year, the Grassroots 
Fund has awarded thirty-four grants,  
including $5,000 apiece to the following  
organizations:

City SliCker FarmS to increase self- 
sufficiency for underserved populations 
in West Oakland through growing and  
distributing more than 20,000 pounds of  
locally grown fresh organic produce.

Committee For a Better alpaugh to  
educate and build leadership among  
low-income, Spanish-speaking farm-
workers in Tulare County on environ- 
mental problems that affect them. 

oVC Foundation to maintain legal  
pressure on the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power to implement court-
ordered, but delinquent, mitigation  
projects in the Owens Valley. 

New Voices Are Rising
The  New Vo ic e s  Are  R i s ing  pro jec t  
organizes and inspires civic participation 
among young people from low-income 
families and communities of color in 
the East Bay. Coordinated by the Rose 
Foundation, New Voices’ partners include 
the Environmental Science Academy at 
Oakland High School, the Law & Gov-
ernment Academy of Excel High School 
(formerly McClymonds High School) 
and Downs Memorial United Methodist 
Church. The project guides students in 
discussions with elected officials and 
other policy makers on environmental and 
public health issues and recruits activists 
and scientists to mentor youth. The 
students also conduct non-partisan voter 
registration and outreach. 
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This summer, fifteen student interns worked out of the Rose Foundation’s 
small College Avenue office, heading out five-days a week to register voters 
on Oakland street corners and at local shopping centers. Students gained 
new perspectives in briefings by Margaret Gordon of the West Oakland 
Environmental Indicators Project, Ian Kim of the West Oakland Apollo 
Alliance, Alameda County Supervisor Keith Carson, plus incumbent 
Assemblywoman Loni Hancock and her 20-year-old opponent, Leigh 
Wolf. Students also participated in organizing projects through the West 
Oakland Asthma Coalition, the Asian Pacific Environmental Network 
and the Ella Baker Center.

Other Rose Programs

Restitution Fund Grants
Rose serves as a neutral third party 
appointed by the courts adminis-
tering restitution or mitigation pay-
ments as a result of environmen-
tal or consumer privacy lawsuits. 
These restitution payments are 
used to enable  community grants 
of more than $1 million annually.

Fiscal Sponsorship
Rose helps to cultivate grass-
roots programs in California by  
providing fiscal agency and  
organizational development help 
to small and start-up projects.

Donor Advised Funds
Rose works closely with individual 
donors to help them structure a 
giving program that best reflects 
their interests and goals. Some 
donors prefer to use Rose as their 
“charitable checkbook,” making 
a single annual donation (often 
a gift of appreciated stock) and 
working with Rose to determine 
appropriate sub-grants. In other 
cases, Rose partners with donors 
to build a permanent endowment, 
often in memory of a loved one. 

Environmental Fiduciary Project 
This project educates investors 
about the financial value of cor-
porate sustainability, and their 
rights and obligations to push the 
companies they invest in towards  
better environmental practices. 
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Student interns registering voters at the Oakland Black Expo

New Voices Are Rising (continued from previous page)

(Left)  
Held here by her mother, Karla 
James, Zoe Rae Pascopella joined 
the Rose Foundation family on  
December 18, 2005. 
(Right)
Khailylah (Kiki) Jordan is the new 
Rose Foundation office manager.   
She was born and raised in Berkeley, 
where she lives with her seven-year-
old son. In addition to keeping the 
Rose Foundation functioning  
smoothly, Kiki is a licensed midwife 
building a practice in the East Bay.
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