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Community 
Grants
The Rose Foundation’s grant 
program supports some of the 
most interesting and effective 
community groups working 
on a range of important 
environmental and public 
health issues in California.   
The program also supports 
organizations that provide 
innovative and essential consumer 
education on privacy issues, like preventing 
identity theft.  Funding for our grant 
program comes from contributions from 
individuals and larger philanthropic 
institutions. In addition Rose is often named 
as a trustee accountable to the courts, the 
U.S. Department of Justice and all parties in 
environmental and consumer lawsuits and 
receives restitution payments from citizen 
enforcement lawsuits, which then can be 
granted out to affected communities.   
A few representative grants awarded  
this year include: 

San Francisco Bay Area Physicians  
for Social Responsibility  
$10,000 to distribute a “toolkit” of 
information to pediatric patients’ families 
and care providers to help them reduce 
families’ exposure to lead, arsenic, 
pesticides, asbestos, particulates and other 
common pollutants.

Ma’at Youth Academy  
$15,000 to demonstrate the reality and scope 
of mercury contamination to underserved 
women of child-bearing age in Richmond to 
reduce exposure to mercury. Ma’at conducts 
safe fish consumption workshops monthly at 
WIC clinics, health centers and high schools.

Restore the Delta  
$35,000 to a new coalition of environmental, 
business and agricultural interests to find 
common ground amongst diverse interests 
to build a broad citizen-based campaign to 
restore the San Francisco Bay Delta.

As You Sow Foundation  
$25,000 for projects to create corporate 
and market shifts away from toxic 
ingredients in consumer products, 
including requiring supermarkets to label 
fish for mercury contamination, helping 
computer manufacturers to develop e-waste 
responsibility programs, and eliminating 
carcinogens and toxins from cosmetics.

News • December 2006 

Developers and Environmentalists 
Collaborate for Less Smog 
Deep in the Southern San Joaquin Valley, people in Bakersfield breathe some of 
the dustiest and smoggiest air in the nation. Concerned about the environmental 
impacts of a booming housing industry, Dr. Gordon Nipp, a retired math 

professor, applied a sophisticated modeling program 
developed by the California Air Resources Board 
to calculate the tons of additional air pollution 
that would result from all housing developments 
approved for construction in Bakersfield. He found 
that the 18,000 homes slated to be built over the 
next several years would yield as much pollution 
annually as nine new oil refineries. But when Dr. 
Nipp asked the city to require pollution mitigations, 
he was rebuffed. Since the City of Bakersfield refused 
to act, Dr. Nipp and the Sierra Club filed suit to 
force the developers to deal with the cumulative 
environmental impact of their thousands of new 

housing units. As a result, nearly $7 million will be paid into a 
fund, managed by the Rose Foundation, dedicated to supporting 

direct, on-the-ground, local clean air projects. Already, several new clean-fuel compressed natural gas buses have 
been purchased by the school district. In addition and as a result of the lawsuit, an air pollution mitigation fee is now 
assessed by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution District on each lot approved for development.

Ma’at Youth Academy

A Rose Foundation grant funded the purchase 
of several clean fuel busses to transport special 
needs children in Kern County.
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New Voices Are Rising
Where will the next generation of environmental leaders 
come from? What will inspire them? Will it be seeing that 
clean air in a community means fewer kids with asthma? 
Will it be the excitement and pride that comes from 
picking a fight for environmental protection and winning 
it for their neighborhood? Will it be a passion for saving 
the world’s last wild places? Or a commitment to saving 
the planet from climate disaster?

In 2006, the Rose Foundation’s New Voices Are Rising 
Project, working with partners, the West Oakland 
Asthma Coalition, Downs Memorial United Methodist 
Church, McClymonds Excel Academy in West Oakland, 
and EarthTeam Environmental Network created 
opportunities for about 80 students to learn new 
organizing and advocacy skills and to search out their 
own sources of inspiration. 

40 students at McClymonds Excel Academy studied air 
quality and asthma, identified indoor air problems that 
may create health risks at their high school and then 
wrote letters to school officials seeking corrective action.

23 students from McClymonds traveled from West 
Oakland to Yosemite National Park to challenge 
themselves in the Yosemite Institute’s week-long outdoor 
field education program.

15 students from Oakland and nearby cities participated 
in intensive summer internships, meeting with 
environmental justice activists, working with a range of 
community organizations, and registering 1000 voters in 
low income communities and communities of color.

Looking forward, in 2007 New Voices students will:

• Take a guided bus tour to view sources of pollution 
that threaten people’s health in the community. 
After the tour, students will meet with community 
members and activists to learn how to take power to 
fight pollution, and about relevant policy choices and 
advocacy strategies.

• Participate in at least two advocacy activities, such as 
testifying at a public hearing and writing a comment 
letter on proposed air quality regulations.

• Conduct non-partisan voter registration and outreach 
in low-income communities and communities of color 
in Oakland and nearby cities.

• Draw on outreach skills learned in voter registration to 
encourage community members to join in advocating 
measures to improve community air quality.

• Participate in expanded environmental field education 
and leadership training at the Headlands Institute & 
Yosemite Institute.

Beneath the Skin
Rose Foundation Executive Director Tim Little, in 
conjunction with the Investors Environmental Health 
Network, co-authored a new report, Beneath the Skin, 
which discusses why consumers and investors should 
be concerned about the prevalence of potentially 
harmful chemicals in cosmetics. Most controls on 
chemicals in these products are currently voluntary 
in the U.S., but threats to health may include cancer, 
harm to developing fetuses and infants exposed to 
the chemicals through baby products or their 
mothers’ cosmetics use, and 
disruption of various organ 
or hormonal systems in the 
body. Cosmetic chemicals 
should be a concern 
to everyone who uses 
cosmetic products, as well 
as investors in cosmetics 
companies that may face 
serious financial liabilities 
from putting human health 
at risk. For a copy of Beneath 
the Skin please visit the 
Rose Foundation website 
at www.rosefdn.org and 
follow the links to  
the report.
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