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“If you don’t like the news, go out and make some of your own.” 
~ Wes “Scoop” Nisker 

Dear Friends, 

How much of the news do you like these days? 

But before you answer, here’s a better question: What can you do to make the news better for 
your family, your community, and for the clean air and pure water we all need? 

For 25 years Rose Foundation grantees and New Voices 
students have been making good news and creating positive 
change.  Our grantee Women’s Voices for the Earth just 
helped secure the first law in the nation to require 
disclosure of harmful ingredients directly on the label of 

cleaning products – meaning 
that everyone in California 
now has ready access to the 
information they need to buy 
cleaner and greener 
cleansers.  In Sonoma and 
Napa Counties, our grantees 
Daily Acts and Sonoma 
County Conservation Action 
are helping lead the fire recovery effort, including partnering with 
the Rose Foundation to create the Just and Resilient Futures 
Fund to support grassroots involvement in rebuilding and 
restoring the 200,000 acres that were burned in the most 
destructive set of fires in California history.  And in the past year 
our New Voices Are Rising students broke pavement all over 
Oakland, planting trees near public schools to help filter polluted 
water and clean the air. 

With your generous tax-deductible donation today 
you can keep making good news in 2018 (www.rosefdn.org/donate). 

Our New Voices students 
planted trees near an Oakland 
preschool to provide shade 
and cleaner air. 

“Support from the Rose Foundation 
helps us mobilize tens of thousands 
of women across the country to 
stand up for their health.  Together, 
we’re working to rid the feminine 
care, cleaning and salon products 
industries of toxic chemicals – 
catalyzing major changes by some 
of the largest corporations in the 
world.” 
- Erin Switalski, Executive Director, 
Women’s Voices for the Earth 



You are helping grassroots groups like 
Growing Together and Farms to Grow plant 
the seeds of a green revolution in Oakland, 
strengthening communities and placing 
people of color at the forefront of leading 
positive change.  Your support brings 
resources and publicity to conservation 
organizations in far-flung rural regions, 
helping groups like Save California’s Salmon 
implement the historic agreement between 
farmers, dam operators, Tribal Nations, and 
environmentalists to tear down the dams that 
are choking the life out of the Klamath River. 

Your investment in the Rose Foundation helps make all this good news happen 
(www.rosefdn.org/donate). And a lot more. 

Your support will help provide a free day-long intensive 
training in movement building skills to 75 grassroots 
leaders who are tackling some of our toughest 
environmental problems including toxic pollution, urban 
sprawl, climate change, and the degradation of our rivers 
and wild places. And your support helps provide a 
charitable home and administrative services to emerging 
projects so they can focus more resources on carrying out 
their work: groups like the Dellums Institute for Social 
Justice, dedicated to addressing global threats to health, 
the environment, and security; and Fresno Building 
Healthy Communities, a coalition of residents, young people, and community-based 
organizations working together to foster a Fresno where all children and families can live 
healthy, safe, and productive lives. 

Your support in 2018 will promote grassroots conservation, demand social justice, and 
protect community health (www.rosefdn.org/donate). 

As you reach for your checkbook (or your laptop, or 
your phone – yes, wherever you are, it’s easy to 
donate safely and securely at 
www.rosefdn.org/donate), please think about this: 

What kind of news do you want to make? 

Rose Foundation grant funds supported a 
community fruit tree planting event in West 
Oakland led by Growing Together. 

“The Rose Foundation’s Grassroots 
Convening brings light to the issues we 
struggle with. In an inspiring, 
supportive environment, we learn and 
can practice new skills to take back to 
our little corner of the world and make 
our work easier and more effective.” 
- Carol Thompson, Director, Friends of 
Pinole Creek Watershed 
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Young people will continue to develop their leadership as they advocate for cleaner, 
healthier, and more just communities. 

In our 2018 Summer Climate Justice Youth Leadership Academy, high school students from 
some of Oakland’s most disadvantaged 
neighborhoods will learn the science of climate 
resilience, water quality, and clean air. They will 
roll up their sleeves and help make their 
neighborhoods cleaner and greener – tree by tree, 
creek by creek – and they will gain life-long 
leadership and career skills. Our New Voices Are 
Rising Fellows – students who want to go deeper in 
grassroots environmental work – will participate in 
campaigns like No Coal in Oakland! and spearhead 
projects that engage their communities in action 

towards a cleaner, healthier environment. Along the 
way they will receive mentoring and support from 
veteran environmental justice leaders and Rose 
Foundation staff. (Come by our office in downtown 
Oakland to meet our Fellows in person!) 

Grassroots conservation and environmental justice groups will continue to receive crucial 
support for their work. 

Although most foundations don’t fund grassroots groups because they are too small, too new, or 
are perceived as being too risky, the Rose Foundation knows these groups are the lifeblood of the 
environmental movement. They have a direct, personal stake in halting pollution, restoring 
watersheds, protecting wilderness and open space, and educating the next generation of 
environmental stewards.   

Through public performance and 
demonstrations, our New Voices students 
are saying “NO!” to coal in Oakland.  

“Our trip to Yosemite, funded by the Rose Foundation, brought together 
Latino youth and elders from six San Joaquin Valley environmental 
justice groups. Visiting Yosemite was an opportunity to grow their 
collective knowledge of the conservation practices within the National 
Parks system, so that they can better influence related issues in the 
Valley. Developing and building Valley residents as leaders is crucial to 
building people power in the San Joaquin Valley.” 
- Sarah Patterson, Development Director, Center on Race, Poverty, & 
the Environment 

Here is just a sample of the good news you will help to make in 2018 with your donation 
today:



Watersheds from the Puget Sound to Orange County will continue 
to be protected through strategic grants to local groups engaged in 
conservation, habitat restoration, citizen science, and environmental 
education. And our national environmental health grantmaking will 
support initiatives to protect community health and safeguard 
people’s rights.  

This is the impact of your tax-deductible donation. This is the news you help make through your 
investment in the Rose Foundation. 

Please donate to the Rose Foundation today (www.rosefdn.org/donate). Let’s make some 
good news together in 2018! 

For our communities and the environment, 

Tim Little Jill Ratner 
Executive Director Board President / Program Director 

P.S. Please support community-based action for the environment and our communities by 
donating easily and securely online at www.rosefdn.org/donate. Thank you for investing in 
the grassroots! 

Save California’s Salmon and community members 
rallied to raise awareness about the impacts to fish  
and water flows from damming the Trinity River.   

Sustainable Seattle’s 
Depave Program turns 
asphalt into raingardens which 
filter pollution from stormwater 
and create community green 
spaces in disadvantaged 
neighborhoods.

Grant funds will continue to reach beyond California state borders and into communities 
across the country.  




