
“Pounced with fire on flaming roads 
using ideas as my maps…  Ah, but I 
was so much older then, I’m younger 
than that now…”    – Bob Dylan

The first Rose Foundation office was a table with a Mac Plus, a 
fax machine and push-button phone in our basement laundry 

room. The basement was naturally cool all summer, and heat in 
the winter was no problem – do a load of laundry and the place 
warmed right up. The first big step up was when we grew out of 
the laundry room and into a space where there was enough room 
for a desk and a table. Progress!

Now we look back on our 25-year journey from the laundry room 
to Rose’s new home in Jack London Square. From the two of us as 
volunteers, Rose has grown to a professional staff of 12, plus all the 
New Voices Are Rising interns. Starting with zero endowment, we 
have proved that Robin Hood really WAS right – there’s enough 
money in the world, it just needs to be rearranged a bit, and we 
are proud to have strategically funneled over $40 million towards 
building the grassroots base of the conservation and social justice 
movements. We embraced our niche in philanthropy as being the 
“Roses” not the “Rockefellers,” and have kept our community 

focus; from our first grant cycle awarding $500 grants to 
neighborhood projects throughout Oakland, to our ever-growing 
family of Grassroots Funds, we have shown the power and impact 
of investing grant dollars locally in communities across California 
and beyond.

We’ve always gravitated towards folks who don’t have a lot of 
patience for the status quo. We met at Communities for a Better 
Environment, and a strong thread of community-driven activism 
runs through the Rose Foundation to this day. We’ve been 
honored to work with some of the visionary leaders who built the 
international Waterkeepers movement and helped us envision 
a grant program that steers pollution penalties and consumer 
settlements back towards affected communities. We are proud of 
standing with Earth First! to save the Headwaters Forest Reserve. 
And we learned so much from Walden, Harrington, and the other 
pioneers of social investing who taught us how to use shareholder 
power to make the business and moral case for sustainability.
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$36,974,835
Restitution Funds

New Voices Are Rising

Total Awarded

California, our country, and our planet face daunting challenges. Will humanity cook itself from 
global warming or poison itself with the toxic byproducts of corporate greed? And as we face 
our uncertain environmental future, we find ourselves battling the global rise of fascism and a 
corrupt and morally bankrupt presidency.  

But wherever we look, we see the Rose Foundation making a difference in communities.  
Human Right to Water is now bedrock California law thanks to grantees including the 
Community Water Center and Environmental Justice Coalition for Water. The Sacramento 
River flows more cleanly for people and fish because of California Sportfishing Protection 
Alliance, Friends of the River, and so many more. Diesel trucks in California’s port communities 
are running cleaner, in part because of our New Voices students’ advocacy. And many of our 
grantees are in the thick of successful campaigns to stop massive oil export terminals on the 
Columbia River and Puget Sound.  

The Electronic Privacy Information Center gave Rose a “Champion of Freedom” award for 
our unwavering commitment to supporting consumer privacy activists in the face of corporate 
bullying – but we think the credit should go to the Center for Digital Democracy, Electronic 
Frontier Foundation, Consumer Watchdog, and all the other dedicated activists who sounded 
the alarm on the dangers of Big Data long before Russian Facebook trolls helped create 
our national nightmare. Throughout California, we’ve helped local groups that are too small, 
too new, too risky, or too remote for most foundations earn their first grant and implement 
important local stewardship initiatives.  And our New Voices students continue to stand with 
Oakland community leaders in saying No Coal in Oakland!

As we celebrate our 25th birthday, we’re not a start-up anymore. If the donations don’t 
come in, we can’t just skip salary like we used to back in the day. We’re older, and on a good 
day maybe a bit wiser. Now it is time to pay forward what we’ve learned and help the next 
generation of leaders stand on our shoulders. That’s why we started New Voices Are Rising and 
have graduated over 130 students from the New Voices Climate Justice Leadership Academy.

It’s been one hell of a ride since we 
celebrated filing our incorporation papers 
by going out to lunch and a fortune 
cookie told us to “admire a rose for its 
beauty, but beware of its thorns.”  Join 
us in celebrating 25 years of fostering 
stewardship, building community, and 
demanding justice. We’re bringing 
back the Film Fest this fall to mark the 
anniversary. Look for your invitation soon. 
Meanwhile, keep using ideas as your map – 
and go on the journey of a lifetime. 

LEFT: Jill and Tim in Patagonia, 2014.
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130+ 2,700+

39

$4,900,000

$2.5 MILLION+

$36,974,835

Emerging conservation, economic equity, 
and grassroots advocacy projects incubated

Total awarded from the Rose Foundation to help 
individuals and corporations invest in social justice  

and environmental stewardship.

Restitution Funds

New Voices Are Rising

Fiscally Sponsored 

Projects

Donor Advised Funds

Northern California  

Environmental Grassroots Fund 

and Cal Wildlands Fund

Amount of money – pooled from over  
30 foundations – awarded to small groups  

to build the grassroots base of the  
environmental movement.

Total Awarded

25 YEARS

9% 
Clean Air  

Infrastructure 
and Advocacy

27% 
Consumer 
Education,  

Privacy Rights, 
and Social Justice

4% 
Environmental 

Health and 
Toxic Fund

22% Other Environmental Grants

Students graduated through 
our Summmer Climate 

Justice Youth Leadership 
Academy

Local youth reached  
by our environmental 

justice curriculum

39% 
Community-based 

Watershed 
Stewardship and 

Protection

of Fostering Stewardship, Building 

Community, & Demanding Justice



4 1992 After Jill 
Ratner and Tim Little 
incorporated the 
Rose Foundation 
in Los Angeles, the 
City Council issued 
our new foundation 
a certificate of 
commendation. 
(LEFT) 
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BELOW: The Headwaters campaign brought together activists from 
all walks of life with the goal of preserving California’s ancient trees.

1994   
Saving the Headwaters Forest 

Rose Foundation published the first 
of several “Debt for Nature” legal 
briefs laying the groundwork for the 
federal government to “foreclose” 
on some of California’s last old-
growth redwoods standing on Pacific 
Lumber property in lieu of the 
owner, Maxxam’s, $1.6 billion dollar 
debt. We helped build a coalition to 
protect the trees, and attempted a 
hostile take-over of Maxxam’s board 
of directors!  With diverse groups 
like the Sierra Club, Earth First! and 
shareholders including the United 
Steel Workers of America and 
California Employees’ Retirement 
Services all working together, the 
campaign saved six large groves of 
irreplaceable ancient redwoods, 
some thousands of years old. 
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BELOW: Jeannette Benson of the Macarthur Coalition  
accepts a $500 check from Rose Executive Director Tim Little.
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BELOW:  Rose Executive Director Tim Little (left) holds the first big 
environmental mitigation payment with then-Baykeeper Mike Lozeau.

1994   
SF Bay Citizens Action Fund 
When San Francisco Baykeeper founder Mike Herz named the Rose 
Foundation to receive funds from a $5,000 settlement, Tim Little 
protested, “We don’t have a Bay program.” But Herz’s vision helped 
launched a new philanthropic model to steer these funds to the 
community, advising Tim, “You’re a foundation, you can give it away!” 
Rose used the seed money to launch the SF Bay Citizens Action 
Fund, supporting grassroots groups pushing for the protection of the 
San Francisco Bay watershed. Those early settlements began a long 
partnership with citizen enforcement organizations to benefit impacted 
communities. The early Bay fund would become our current California 
Watershed Protection Fund and award over $5 million to groups around 
the state protecting water resources.

1994   
The Oakland Neighborhood Environmental Grants 
Program Starts Small but Thinks Big 
The first-ever grants docket for Rose Foundation’s initial grants program 
was scrawled in crayon on a paper tablecloth at a local restaurant, but 
marked an important moment in forming our grantmaking philosophy. 
As with our later grant programs, the Oakland Neighborhood 
Environmental Grants program had a funding board made up of local 
community members and an application process accessible to the 
smallest grassroots organizations. The grants rotated through Oakland 
council districts giving $500 grants to organizations like the Temescal 
Community Garden, a small plot where community members could 
grow healthy food, and the Macarthur Coalition, who needed funds at 
the time for improvements at a small park. Though small, the grants 
supported groups that would struggle to find funding by other means. 
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BELOW: A sign of things to come-at Tim and Jill’s 
celebratory lunch, Tim opened a fortune cookie reading, 
“Admire a rose for its beauty, but beware of its thorns.”



              fostering    stewardship

2002 Green is the New Gold!  
Rose Foundation published The Environmental Fiduciary, a report 
laying the legal framework for fiduciaries (foundations, charitable 
trusts, and pension funds) to consider business’ environmental 
performance when managing investment portfolios. Investors 
collectively representing over $3 trillion endorsed a petition we filed to 
the SEC calling for rules to crack down on environmental accounting 
fraud and require companies’ disclosure of environmental liabilities. 
The report and petition demonstrated how the environment and the 
economy come hand-in-hand, and how businesses and their investors 
have economic incentives to care for nature. The FASB later cited our 
petition when they revamped national accounting standards to require 
better environmental liability reporting. 
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2000 

Rose Expands to Manage Donor Advised Funds 
Richard Makdisi and Lindsay Wheeler are two long-time Bay Area 
residents who believe strongly in the importance of supporting 
the underrepresented, and who enjoy nature through hiking and 
backpacking. In 2000, Richard and Lindsay started a donor advised 
fund at Rose with the goal of “supporting those people that are un-
empowered, underrepresented, clearly at a disadvantage, and are 
voiceless” says Richard. The Makdisi-Wheeler fund has supported the 
Middle East Children’s Alliance, a group supporting child refugees from 
war-torn nations in the Middle East, along with local public schools, 
and small community arts projects. Although some see economics as 
more important than environment, Richard argues that “the two aren’t 
mutually exclusive, they are just framed that way.” Their Fund has 
supported Slow Food USA, a group that supports small food producers 
make a living stewarding the environment and providing healthy food to 
the community. The Rose Foundation’s growing family of donor advised 
funds is helping donors throughout California and beyond unlock their 
personal philanthropy. 

 2002  Championing 
Consumer Privacy 

The Rose Foundation received an unexpected ask to distribute cy pres 
funds from a court case involving consumer privacy in 2002. “We were 
smart enough to realize what we didn’t know and to bring in real experts on 
the subject,” said Tim Little, our executive director, who helped assemble 
a funding board able to guide the funds towards effective organizations. 
By 2010, our Consumer Privacy Fund had awarded millions at the 
intersection of privacy rights and civil liberties and drew the attention of 
the Washington DC watchdog Electronic Privacy Information Center, 
who recognized the Rose Foundation with their prestigious Champion 
of Freedom Award. Today, our Consumer Privacy Fund supports groups 
including the Center for Digital Democracy, an organization challenging 
social media companies to prevent the misuse of consumer data. 

ABOVE: Richard Makdisi and Lindsay Wheeler enjoy the 
beauty of nature on the John Muir Trail.

                     
      

           BUILDING COMMUNITY

1996  Our workspace moved out of our 
founders’ house to a real office, and our 
staff expanded to four people.

Demanding Justice

RIGHT: Executive Director Tim Little 
(left) accepts the Electronic Privacy 
Information Center’s Champion of 
Freedom Award in 2010.



              fostering    stewardship

    

2003  Growing the Grassroots!
Rose’s Grassroots Fund emerged out of the need to support small groups 
that often receive little attention from mainstream foundations.  A 
funding board of community activists and funding partners used to meet 
in our cofounders Tim Little and Jill Ratner’s backyard to select grantees 
with a grassroots background and a strong community focus. The Rose 
Foundation has now awarded over $2.5 million to grassroots groups 
including All Once Ocean, a group dedicated to reducing plastic pollution 
into the Pacific Ocean, and the Nature Rights Council, an organization 
working to empower local communities and Tribal families to participate 
in local water testing. 2006: With the help of Oakland teacher Ina Bendich, 

we transformed New Voters Are Rising into  
our New Voices Are Rising youth  
environmental justice  
leadership program.

2007  New Voices Stands Up to Lead Pollution
In partnership with Global Community Monitor, New Voices Are 
Rising youth at West Oakland’s McClymonds High School tested 
the soot and dust that often built up on the school’s windows. High 
lead levels discovered in the samples shocked students and teachers 
alike. After some sleuthing, students found a trail of evidence that 
led back to a local steel manufacturer’s negligent practices. Dark 
fumes left the property and junk littered the nearby sidewalk. 
Students held a press conference on the steps of the high school and 
succeeded in drawing attention to the polluter. “I take a chemistry 
class, and we learn about lead and different compounds, but we never 
learn how it can harm us,” said student Brittnie Collins. After the 
public outcry sparked by our students gained strength and catalyzed 
intervention by Alameda County regulators, the recycling smelter 
agreed to improve its practices. Our students’ investigation made an 
important step toward reducing the toxic pollution that continues 
to burden Oakland youth with asthma, cancer, and other negative 
health effects. 

                     
      

           BUILDING COMMUNITY

Demanding Justice

RIGHT: Early funding board 
meetings did not have wifi! 

BELOW: McClymonds student Brittnie 
Collins (right) expresses her outrage at the 
high lead levels in her community.

2004  New Voters Are Rising
“There is a population not participating in the process [of politics] 
at all. It was important to get the youth involved,” said Florence 
McCrary, the field director of the New Voters Are Rising project, a 
precursor to the Rose Foundation’s current New Voices Are Rising 
environmental justice youth leadership program. Low voter turnout 
in low-income communities impacted by heavy pollution leaves 
essential voices out of the political dialogue. In 2004, our new 
project partnered with West Oakland’s Downs Memorial Methodist 
Church to recruit over 150 local youth, who then succeeded in 
registering over 2,000 voters. Although voter registration is 
no longer the main goal of our youth program, our students will 
register voters this year during our Summer Climate Justice Youth 
Leadership Academy in preparation for the 2018 midterm elections. 

RIGHT: This is what 
democracy looks like; New 
Voters Are Rising registers 
thousands of new voters in 
West Oakland.
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          BUILDING COMMUNITY

              fostering stewardship
2011 The Rose Foundation’s first 
grantmaking program in the Pacific 
Northwest took the name the “Mike 
Chappell Fund for the Spokane 
River,” in honor of Gonzaga University 
environmental law expert Mike Chappell.  
We now award grants throughout much 
of the Columbia/Spokane watershed.

 2007  Incubating Community Power
Rose’s fiscal sponsorship incubator provides 
emerging grassroots projects with  tools to grow 
and the 501(c)3 status needed to apply for 
grants. After learning about the Community 
Water Center through our Grassroots Fund, 

we helped this new organization grow into a powerful Central Valley champion of the human right to 
clean water. Since graduating from our incubator, CWC continues to expand and has now worked with 80 
California counties to improve drinking water quality for thousands in the San Joaquin Valley. “The Rose 
Foundation helped connect us to services, funders, other nonprofits, and valuable trainings. It felt like they 
were on our team to help us navigate what was the beginning of our now decade-old nonprofit,” shared  
Co-Executive Director Laurel Firestone.

2010  New Voices students’ testimony about the 
impacts of air pollution in their communities played 
a key role in the Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District’s decision not to roll-back emissions standards 
on diesel trucks. 

Demanding Justice

    

BELOW: Launched onto a trajectory with the help  
of Rose’s fiscal sponsorship, CWC has secured  
$17 million for drinking water projects in California.

2012  Rose launches 
the Consumer 
Financial Education 
Fund, using a $4 
million settlement 
from Bank of 
America to provide 
disadvantaged 
communities with 
financial literacy 
training.

              fostering stewardship

2014 Working with 
the Central Valley 
Regional Water 
Quality Board, Rose 
launched the Central 
Valley Disadvantaged 
Community Water 
Quality Grants 
Program. We’ve now 
funneled nearly $3 
million to water justice 
projects throughout 
the Valley. 

Demanding Justice
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          BUILDING COMMUNITY

2012 Stewarding Puget Sound
Seattle-based Puget Soundkeeper Alliance had heard about Rose’s work 
with environmental mitigation payments in California and asked us for 
help distributing their record $1.5 million dollar settlement from BNSF 
railway. Rose used the money to launch the Puget Sound Stewardship 
and Mitigation Fund. Guided by a local advisory board, the Puget 
Fund supports groups protecting the watersheds of Puget Sound, and 
has cemented our grantmaking presence in the Pacific Northwest. 
Supported by Soundkeeper’s ongoing programs to bring dischargers 
                     into compliance with federal environmental and safety law, 
                       the fund has awarded over $3 million since 2012.

2014 The Youth Voice Comes to the  
No Coal in Oakland Campaign
Four years ago, the controversy around developer Phil Tagami’s plan to 
ship coal through the Port of Oakland started to heat up. At a series of 
acrimonious Oakland City Council hearings, community members and 
environmentalists faced off against supporters of the coal terminal plan. 
However, the hearings took place late into the night when most students’ 
parents wanted them home.  Our students responded by creating a huge 
banner with the faces of students from all over Oakland representing 
their opposition to shipping coal through Oakland – a few students could 
hold up the banner at the hearings to represent the breadth of the youth 
voice. New Voices students’ efforts helped lead to the Oakland City 
Council’s decision to ban the shipment of coal within the city in 2016. 
Today, New Voices students are raising their voices again to oppose 
Tagami’s new lawsuit to overturn the coal ban. 

2017 The Just and Resilient Future  
Fund Rebuilds Communities 

After the 2017 North Bay fires devastated over 200,000 acres and 
destroyed thousands of homes, vineyards and farms, a contingent of 
Sonoma county grantees asked Rose to host the Just and Resilient 
Future Fund to support immediate relief to the most vulnerable 
members of affected communities. Over the long-term the fund 

will support initiatives to build 
inclusive, resilient communities 
that are prepared for disasters, 
and designed for sustainability. A 
coalition of local groups including 
the Community Alliance with 
Family Farmers, North Bay 
Organizing Project, Daily Acts, 
the School Box Project, Arlene 
Francis Center, Sebastopol 
Grange, Sierra Club Redwood 
Chapter, and Conservation 
Action Fund for Education 
(CAFE) advises the management 
of the fund.

ABOVE: After the 2017 North Bay fires, Rose Foundation grantee 
CAFE immediately began work putting wattles in place to protect 
watersheds from toxic ash runoff. (Photo Credit: CAFE)

    

    

LEFT: Volunteers of Puget Sound grantee Seattle 
Tilth learn how to create a “bioswale”, a natural 
form of stormwater management.

              fostering stewardship

Demanding Justice

LEFT: New Voices youth used art 
to tell the world they don’t want 
to live with coal, another source of 
air pollution in an area that already 
suffers from poor air quality.

ABOVE: New Voices 
students say NO! to coal  
in Oakland.

2018 New Voices student 
Mykela Patton organized 
a rally to put pressure on 
developer Phil Tagami to 
drop his lawsuit challenging 
Oakland’s ban on shipping 
coal in the city.



10 WELCOME TO  
MARYBELLE NZEGWU & MIRANDA KRAUS!

This year, we welcomed Marybelle Nzegwu 
as a Rose Foundation board member. 
Marybelle founded the consulting firm 
Environmental Justice Solutions, where she 
serves as the principal consultant. She has 
also been an active member of our Northern 
California Environmental Grassroots Fund 
advisory board for the past two years, and 
will continue to serve in this role in addition 

to her new position. “I first encountered the Rose Foundation through 
the passionate and moving advocacy delivered by New Voices Are Rising 
youth. I wanted to work with the adults who were inspiring young people 
and helping them gain knowledge and experience in local environmental 
campaigns,” shared Marybelle. In her spare time, she enjoys creative 
writing, including poetry, music, and short stories.  

We are excited to welcome Miranda 
Kraus as our new grants assistant. 
Miranda is a recent graduate from the 
University of Puget Sound, where they 
studied environmental policy, economics, 
and math. There, Miranda discovered 
their passion for environmental justice 
and inclusive city planning. As an avid 
community radio and podcast listener, 

Miranda is also cultivating skills in DIY audio production and citizen 
journalism in their free time. Outside of work, they enjoy volunteering 
for their neighborhood community garden, biking around the bay, 
and playing the piano. Miranda shared, "I'm ecstatic to join the Rose 
Foundation team and work among such inspiring people!"  

Snapshots O
ver Time

2017 Staff at Warriors Victory Parade

2014 
Staff on Halloween

2003 
Grassroots Fund Funding Board

2008 
Staff at Muir Woods 2013 

Staff and Board



11

EXPENSES  
                                                                                                                           New Voices Are Rising  $223,461     3%      

                                                                                                                                  Program Expenses  $274,205    3%

                                                                                                        Admin & Fundraising  $523,887    6%  

                                                                                                                Grassroots Fund  $437,751     5%

                                                                                                                    Fiscal Sponsorships Grants  $1,962,130    24%

                                                                                                 Consumer Protection & Privacy   $52,045    1%

                                                                                                               Donor Advised Grants   $ 1,016,033    12%

                                                                 Environmental Grants  $3,822,717      46%

    

100% TOTAL  $8,312,229

INCOME
                                                  17%     Donations  $1,620,332  

                                                                                                                  36%         Grants Received  $3,524,996  

                                                                                                                                                       46%        Restitution Funds  $4,464,223   

      1%    1%   Return on Investment  $127,070

100% TOTAL  $9,736,622    

fy2017

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2017



  

DONATE AT DONATE AT 
ROSEFDN.ORG/ROSEFDN.ORG/

DONATEDONATE
The Rose Foundation  
for Communities and  

the Environment 
supports grassroots action  

to protect the environment, 
people’s rights, and 
community health.

CONNECT WITH THE 
ROSE FOUNDATION  

 /RoseEnvironment  
 @RoseFoundation
 rose@rosefdn.org       

201 4th Street, Suite 102
Oakland, CA 94607

SPECIAL ISSUE: 
ROSE FOUNDATION AT 

25 YEARS 

• Watch engaging environmental short films! 
• Enjoy delicious food from green caterer  

Comestible Fine Catering! 
• Hang out with the Rose Foundation community! 
• Buy your special edition 25th birthday pint cup –  

and get bottomless beer and wine all night!

Early Bird discounted tickets!   
Get yours through July 31st! 
rosefdn25thbirthdaybash.eventbrite.com

From the Founders:  
Looking Back and Looking Forward

By the Numbers: Impact Over 25 Years

By the Years: Rose Foundation Timevine 

Snapshots Over Time

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

JOIN US IN 
CELEBRATING 
25 YEARS OF 

GROWING THE 
GRASSROOTS

Rose Foundation's

25TH BIRTHDAY BASH 
& FILM FEST

Thursday, October 11, 2018 
5:30 Reception • 6:30 Films

First Unitarian Church in Oakland


