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Governor Jerry Brown
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

Director Brian Leahy
California Department of Pesticide Regulation
1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Brown and Director Leahy:

Last January you promised, "California is not turning back. Not now, not ever." Today, you have
the opportunity to make sure that California does not turn back in a tangible way that will benefit
all Californians.

In March, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt turned back decades
of science when he instructed his agency not to move forward with a scheduled decision to end the
use of the insecticide chlorpyrifos. US EPA was on track to end the use of this pesticide because of
the hazard it poses to children's developing brains.

We are asking you to make sure that California does not turn back, and instead acts to protect our
state's children, by ending the use of chlorpyrifos.

Some of the best science about chlorpyrifos hazards comes from California. Two University of
California studies have recently shown that families who live near agricultural areas where
chlorpyrifos and its chemical cousins are used are damaged by their exposure to these pesticides.
The UC Berkeley CHAMACOS study found that exposure was associated with reduced 1Q test
scores. The UC Davis MIND Institute's CHARGE study found that exposure was associated with
increased rates of autism. Both conditions take a tremendous toll on California families.

In addition, the communities who are most impacted by chlorpyrifos are communities that
CalEPA's CalEnviroScreen shows are disproportionately burdened by multiple sources of
pollution.

Importantly, the problems with chlorpyrifos use extend past agricultural communities to the
millions of people who enjoy California almonds and other produce. US EPA has estimated that
we are all exposed to more chlorpyrifos in our food than is healthy; in fact children are exposed to
more than 100 times the amount US EPA suggests is a safe amount.

Please instruct the Department of Pesticide Regulation to phase out the use of chlorpyrifos now.

Sincerely,
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A" N



Sarah Aird and Mark Weller
Co-Directors
Californians for Pesticide Reform

Abre’ Conner
Staff Attorney
ACLU of Northern California

Elizabeth Henderson
Board Member
Agricultural Justice Project

Pamela Miller
Executive Director
Alaska Community Action on Toxics

Katie Huffling

Executive Director

Alliance of Nurses for a Healthy
Environment

Tom Frantz
President
Association of Irritated Residents (AIR)

Jay Feldman
Executive Director
Beyond Pesticides

Lisa Arkin
Executive Director
Beyond Toxics

Susan Watson
Director
CA4Health

Jane Williams
Executive Director
California Communities Against Toxics

Nan Wishner

Board Member

California Environmental Health Initiative
Andie Patterson

Director of Government Affairs
California Health+ Advocates

Laura Jiménez
Executive Director
California Latinas for Reproductive Justice

Anne Katten

Director, Pesticide and Worker Safety Project
California Rural Legal Assistance
Foundation

Shayne Silva
Director of Legislation
California State PTA

Sandra Garcia
Director
Campesinas Unidas del Valle de San Joaquin

Priscilla Walton
President
Carmel Valley Association

Jonathan Evans

Environmental Health Legal Director and
Senior Attorney

Center for Biological Diversity

Penny Newman

Founder and Executive Director
Center for Community Action and
Environmental Justice

Caroline Cox
Research Director
Center for Environmental Health

Dr. Ann Lopez
Founder and Executive Director
Center for Farmworker Families

Lupe Martinez
Assistant Director
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment



Sarah Sharpe
Associate Director
Central California Asthma Collaborative

Nayamin Martinez, MPH

Director

Central California Environmental Justice
Network

Maricela Moralez

Executive Director

Central Coast Alliance for a Sustainable
Economy (CAUSE)

Leoncio Vésquez Santos
Executive Director
Central Binacional Oaxaquefio

Renee Nelson
President
Clean Water and Air Matter

Andria Ventura
Toxics Program Manager
Clean Water Action

Bill Magavern
Policy Director
Coalition for Clean Air

Luis Olmedo
Executive Director
Comité Civico del Valle, Inc.

Anna Lisa Vargas

Eastern Coachella Valley Lead Community
Organizer

Communities for a New California Education
Fund

Rose Cohen
Executive Director
Community Agroecology Network

Janaki Jagannath
Coordinator
Community Alliance for Agroecology

Susana De Anda and Laurel Firestone
Co-Directors
Community Water Center

Dolores Huerta and Camila Chavez
President and Executive Director
Dolores Huerta Foundation

Carle Brinkman

Food and Farming Program Manager
Ecology Center on behalf of the Berkeley
Food Policy Council

Isabel Arrollo
Executive Director
El Quinto Sol de América

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League

Morgan Patton

Executive Director

Environmental Action Committee of West
Marin

Bill Allayaud
California Director of Government Affairs
Environmental Working Group

Tom Wheeler
Executive Director

Epic Environmental Protection Network
(EPIC)

Katie Cantrell
Executive Director
Factory Farming Awareness Coalition



Jeannie Economos

Pesticide Safety and Environmental Health

Project Coordinator
Farmworker Association of Florida

Virginia Ruiz

Director of Occupational and Environmental

Health
Farmworker Justice

Adam Scow
California Director
Food and Water Watch

Lauren Ornelas
Executive Director
Food Empowerment Network

Jim Lindburg

Legislative Director

Friends Committee on Legislation of
California

Lisa Archer
Director, Food and Technology Program
Friends of the Earth

Jeff Ordower
Executive Director
Global Exchange

Nancy Brown
Steering Committee
GMO Action Alliance

Bradley Angel
Executive Director

Greenaction for Health and Environmental

Justice

John Mataka
President
Grayson Neighborhood Council

Kimberly Baker
Executive Director
Klamath Forest Alliance

Rebecca DelLaRosa, MPA
Interim Executive Director
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California

Veronica Garibay-Gonzalez
Co-Director

Leadership Counsel for Justice and
Accountability

Belita Cowan
President
Lymphoma Foundation of America

Mark Carlson
Director

Lutheran Office of Public Policy — California

Kevin Hamilton
Founding Member
Medical Associates for Healthy Air

Juvenal Solano

Community Organizer
Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing
Project

Cesar Lara
Executive Director
Monterey Bay Central Labor Council

Miriam Rotkin-Ellman, MPH
Senior Scientist
NRDC

Tiffany Schauer
Executive Director
Our Children's Earth Foundation

Francisco Rodriguez
President
Pajaro Valley Federation of Teachers



Susan JunFish, MPH
Program Director
Parents for a Safer Environment

Paul Towers
Organizing Director & Policy Advocate
Pesticide Action Network

Martha Dina Argiiello

Executive Director

Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los
Angeles

Harry Wang, MD
President

Physicians for Social
Responsibility/Sacramento

Retired State Senator Liz Figueroa
VP of Public Affairs for CA & NV
Planned Parenthood Mar Monte

Padi Selwyn
Co-chairperson
Preserve Rural Sonoma

Eduardo Guevara
Executive Director
Promotores Comunitarios del Desierto

Anne Kelsey Lamb

Director

Regional Asthma Management and
Prevention

Michael Dimock
President
Roots of Change

Carole Erickson
CoChair
Safe Ag Safe Schools

Jim Cochran
Farmer
Swanton Berry Farm

Sejal Choksi-Chugh
Executive Director & Baykeeper
San Francisco Baykeeper

Ted Schettler MD, MPH
Science Director

Science and Environmental Health Network

Brenda Ruiz
Policy Chair
Slow Food California

Luana Conley
Lead
Transition Carmel Valley

Mar Preston
Vice President
TriCounty Watchdogs

Judi Shils
Executive Director
Turning Green

Todd Steiner
Executive Director
Turtle Island Restoration Network

Erik Nicholson
National Vice President
United Farm Workers

Diana Tellefson Torres
Executive Director
United Farm Workers Foundation

Bianca Lopez
Chairperson
Valley Improvement Projects (VIP)



CC:

Assistant Cabinet Secretary, Office of Governor Brown, Jeff Le, Jeff.Le@gov.ca.gov

Matt Rodriquez, Secretary for Environmental Protection, Cal/EPA,
Matthew.Rodriquez@calepa.ca.gov

Gina Soloman, Deputy Secretary for Science and Health, Cal/EPA,
Gina.Solomon(@calepa.ca.gov

Yana Garcia, Assistant Secretary for Environmental Justice and Tribal Affairs, Cal/EPA
ygarcia@calepa.ca.gov

Randy Segawa, Special Advisor, Pesticide Programs Division, CDPR,
Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov
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